New stands of species of the Paramecium aurelia complex (Ciliophora, Protozoa) in Europe and South America (Ecuador).
The occurrence of species of the P. aurelia complex has been studied at a large scale in Europe and the majority of known species of the complex have been found there. However, a different number of habitats were studied in particular zones of Europe, the greatest number in the central zone. Herein new stands of several species of the Paramecium aurelia complex are presented from Europe including P. primaurelia, P. biaurelia, P. triaurelia, P. octaurelia, P. novaurelia, and P. dodecaurelia. In South America, studies concerning the distribution of the P. aurelia species complex were carried out only occasionally and the presence of some cosmopolitan species of the complex has been recorded, i.e. P. primaurelia, P. biaurelia, and P. tetraurelia. Recently, new stands of P. primaurelia and P. septaurelia were found in Ecuador. Ciliate biogeography and distribution is also discussed.